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PRACTICES
* Public Finance

* State & Local Government Law

* Corporate Law

EDUCATION

* University of Missouri-Columbia
School of Law, J.D., cum laude,
1987, Order of the Coif, Missouri
Law Review, Top 5 in class

* University of Missouri-Columbia,
B.S., magna cum laude, 1984

ADMISSIONS
* District of Columbia

* llinois

* Missouri

REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS
* Anderson Hospital

* Health and Educational Facilities
Authority of the State of Missouri

* Missouri Research Corp.

* Ranken Jordan Pediatric Bridge
Hospital

* Ste. Genevieve County Memorial
Hospital

* St. Louis County

* Southeast Missouri State
University

* Stifel, Nicolaus & Company,
Incorporated

* U.S. Bank, National Association
AFFILIATIONS

* American Bar Association

* National Association of Bond
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Sara Kotthoff

Senior Counsel

St. Louis

314 552 6065 direct

314 552 7000 fax
skotthoff@thompsoncoburn.com

Sara is a trusted legal advisor to public entities,
nonprofit borrowers, investment bankers and
bankers in a wide variety of public financing
and lending transactions.

She counsels clients on complex financings for governmental facilities,
health and educational facilities, senior living facilities and other projects
eligible for tax-exempt financing. She collaborates with her client's legal
and financial advisory team and works cooperatively with other members
of a transaction's financing team to enable the team to structure the
transaction in a manner advantageous to all parties.

Drawing on her extensive experience across the various public finance
legal roles (including bond counsel, underwriter's counsel, letter of credit
counsel, bank counsel and borrower's counsel) and across the many
public finance sub-industries (including governmental, education, health
care and manufacturing), Sara frequently adapts the structures, strategies
and solutions from one sub-industry to find creative solutions to challenges
encountered in a transaction in another. These creative solutions can
move a transaction forward and benefit Sara's clients as well as their
financing partners.

Many health care borrowings utilize a "master indenture" concept, which
permits a group of affiliated entities to pool their borrowing strength to
reduce their overall borrowing costs. Sara applied a similar concept to
revenue bond financings for Southeast Missouri State University.
Southeast had previously issued revenue bonds secured only by individual
"enterprises" (i.e., student housing, student recreation and its bookstore).
Sara assisted Southeast in creating an umbrella approach where all
enterprise revenues are pooled to secure revenue bonds for all of the
various enterprises. This permitted the university to utilize surplus
revenues in one enterprise to provide credit support for another.

Sara also worked with St. Louis County, Missouri to restructure its method
of financing capital improvements. In the past, St. Louis County had utilized
annual appropriation leasehold revenue bonds to finance various
improvements. Instead, Sara worked with the county to begin financing
capital improvements with annual appropriation bonds that did not include
the leasing component. While this structure might not work for all
borrowers, it permits St. Louis County to issue bonds with streamlined
documents, reducing the costs of issuance for a financing and decreasing
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Lawyers
lllinois State Bar Association
The Missouri Bar

The Bar Association of
Metropolitan St. Louis

EMPLOYMENT

Thompson Coburn LLP Partner,
1996-Present Associate, 1987-
1995

COMMUNITY

Volunteer Lawyers Program
CORO Women in Leadership
Friend of Youth Foundation

Optimist Club of St. Louis, Past
President and Treasurer

University of Missouri Alumni
Association

Youth & Family Center, Board of
Directors and Secretary

Komen Race for the Cure
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the time needed to complete the transaction.

Recognitions

Listed in The Best Lawyers in America, 2015-2024 (by BL Rankings)

Listed in Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers, 2007-2008, 2012-2021 (by
Thomson Reuters)



